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Meanwhile, in Hamilton... 
by HLMS Staff 

 

M 
any new businesses have opened on 

Harford Road in Hamilton.  

 

 

Mutt Mart 2904 Hamilton Avenue.  This is not 

a Big Box pet supply store. This unique bou-

tique for pets hosts events for pet adoptions, 

accepts gently used products in trade, offers 

healthy option foods for your pet and so much 

more.  Stopping by this quaint old home gives 

you the feel of visiting your neighbor. 

 

Hamiltone Music 3015 Hamilton Avenue, has 

opened a new music business that will surely 

excite the community! With three sound 

booths for private music lessons, guitar repair 

services and a small retail shop, they have a lot 

to offer their customers. Look for a ribbon-

cutting grand opening later this spring. This 

talented group of musicians has a ton of ex-

perience to offer students large and small!    

HamiltoneMusic.com   

 

Herb and Soul 5429 Harford.  This Vegan and 

Vegetarian friendly restaurant has a lot to of-

fer. A great place to eat!  410-426-2775  

www.herbandsoul.net/hs-express.html          

 

Taste This, 4915 Harford Road, is a take-out 

and a soul food restaurant.  If you like grilled 

salmon, turkey wings, spiced chicken, catfish 

Po' Boy, homemade rice pudding - and the list 

goes on -  then you need to find your way to 

Taste This.  Be sure to be prepared for a bit of 

a wait, as there is often a line of hungry people 

waiting for a Taste!  443.388.8478 

 

Tanner's Pickles   4311 Harford Road 

(Lauraville)  Business owner, Evan Tanner, 

explains that he founded Tanner's Comestibles 

in 2011 because he could not find what he 

wanted in a jar of pickles.  He experimented 

with home canning and created  some recipes 

that better suited his taste.  Today, he is pro-

ducing and selling pickles in a small shop in 

Lauraville.  tannerspickles.com/ 

 

More new business new on page 7 

Doing business in Lauraville... 

Maggie's Farm  
by HLMS Staff 
 

M 
aggie's Farm continues to evolve and surprise.   Lo-

cated at 4341 Harford Road in Lauraville, Maggie's 

Farm has a lot to offer those who are looking for a 

great meal, brunch, cocktails and fun.   

 Maggie's Farm has garnered a great deal of attention 

from very public sources such as Food Network's "Restaurant 

Divided," as well as countless accolades in local and national 

press, including Baltimore City Paper, The Baltimore Sun, Wall Street Journal Magazine, 

Thrillist and the March 2015 issue of Baltimore Magazine.   

 With Matthew Weaver behind the bar, and his lovely wife Andy behind the com-

puters, Maggie's Farm is poised for growth in the community of businesses on Harford Road 

in Northeast Baltimore.   

 Small businesses are at the heart of our revitalization efforts and provide the most 

sincere quality of life opportunities for residents who surround the commercial corridor.  

Many business owners in Hamilton and Lauraville understand that working together with 

business neighbors is a great way to increase business for all partners.  Earlier this spring, 

Maggie's Farm hosted a sampling of Louthan Distilling's Baltimore oak-aged whiskey, a 

great way to support a new local business and offer a taste to our community.  

MaggiesFarmMD.com  410.254.2376 

Louthan Distilling  
by HLMS Staff 
 

A 
fter many months of trying to find the right 

location, Louthan Distilling has found a 

home in Lauraville.  This father and daugh-

ter business has opened the first small batch whiskey 

distillery in Baltimore.   

 Len Louthan runs an engineering consultancy 

business during the day while his daughter Kelsey, 

formerly a cafe manager, makes most of the whis-

key.   She describes her title as 'master distiller, head 

bottler, and chief label applier.'  The City Paper de-

scribed the set up in this way.  "A 40-gallon still sits 

on a table surrounded by four 50-gallon sterilized 

plastic trash cans serving as fermenters (where corn, 

water and yeast go to work making alcohol).  The 

bonded warehouse is a small chain-link-encased stor-

age area behind a padlock where dozens of glass jars 

full of varying shades of amber fluid repose on metal 

shelving." 

 So, raise your shot glass and give a hardy 

welcome to Louthan Distilling in Lauraville!  May your business be successful,  may you 

never be without a drop and may you never be out of spirits! www.louthandistilling.com 
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Directorôs Corner 
by Regina Lansinger, HLMS Director 

 

S 
HOP LOCAL!  These two words have become familiar to us in the past few years.  

Heeding this simple message delivers a strong economic impact to our community. 

 Since becoming a Main Street in 2008, our community has seen a great deal of 

change.  The small business owners that comprise the shopping districts in Hamilton and Lau-

raville have struggled through a very difficult recession that still lingers in 2015.  Thanks to 

the support of a caring community, many of our small businesses are still thriving and grow-

ing. 

 Not only are local business owners likely to strengthen the local economy, provide 

goods and services and create jobs, they are also likely to be good neighbors and give back to 

the community.  Hamilton-Lauraville Main Street has a unique mix of business owners who 

are also residents. They live here.  They work here.  They provide jobs here.  They spend 

money here. How many times have you seen a community association newsletter with a list of 

local business sponsors on the back cover?  How many festivals and events have you attended 

on your main street that have been sponsored by your local businesses?  How many donations 

to a local cause have been provided by a local business?  

 A strong relationship between businesses and residents has been built in our commu-

nity.  Hamilton-Lauraville Main Street (HLMS) is a non-profit commercial revitalization pro-

gram working to support and promote local businesses on Harford Road.  HLMS has been true to its mission statement "to bring a diverse commu-

nity of businesses and residents together to create a thriving shopping and dining destination."     

Did you know that: 

¶ Small businesses accounted for 65% of all net new jobs over the past 17 years. 

¶ Residential neighborhoods served by a successful independent business district gained, on average, 50% more in home values than 

their citywide markets. 

¶ Independent retailers return more than three times as much money per dollar of sales than chain competitors. Independent restaurants 

return more than two times as much money per dollar of sales than national restaurant chains. 

¶ For every square foot a local firm occupies, the local economy gains $179 vs. $105 for a chain store. 

Sources: Small Business Administration; Intuit Small Business Innovation Study; American Express OPEN Independent Retail Index; Civic Economics/American Booksellers 

Assoc., U.S. Dept. of Labor 

Things to Think About!  
by Regina Lansinger 

 

T 
o bring residents and business owners 

together to create a thriving shopping 

and dining destination is the mission of 

Hamilton-Lauraville Main Street.  Since be-

coming a Main Street program in 2008, the 

Board and Staff of Hamilton-Lauraville Main 

Street (HLMS) have envisioned a better, 

stronger Harford Road.  With the help of many 

dedicated volunteers and partners who share 

the vision, progress has been made.   

 In 2012, HLMS was able to rescue the 

old Hamilton Volunteer Fire Company building 

from demolition for a parking lot.  Through the 

generosity and vision of a few business owners 

and neighbors, a cash loan was made to HLMS 

to purchase the building before auction.  This 

gave HLMS, a small non-profit commercial 

revitalization program, time to apply for and 

receive a bank loan.  In turn, HLMS was able 

to pay back the generous local 'lenders' who 

made this purchase happen. 

 HLMS has always had the desire to ac-

quire a property that could be useful in the revi-

talization efforts to help small businesses get 

open and thrive.  The first floor of the old fire-

house is now a retail business incubator.    

Hamiltone Music is located in the retail space 

and is open for business offering music les-

sons, instrument repairs and retail products. 

 Think Town Hall . The next plan for 

the building includes the installation of 24 solar 

panels and three solar tubes on the roof of the 

building, thanks to a Community Legacy grant 

through the State of Maryland.  The installation 

should be complete by mid-summer.  When the 

roof is complete, attention will turn to the sec-

ond floor of the building in preparation for the 

HLMS office and a small community space.    

 Think Town Square. The next project, 

and the largest one yet, is the development of 

the empty lot at 4500 Harford Road across 

from Safeway.  HLMS has had a temporary 

lease to use this city-owned property since 

2009.  The Tuesday Market in Lauraville op-

erates at this location from summer through 

mid-fall months.  This lot has been central in 

our ability to collect and share information, en-

gage community volunteers, greet new resi-

dents, promote local businesses and schools, 

entice partnerships, and garner support for the 

vision and mission statements of Hamilton-

Lauraville Main Street.   

Going forward, HLMS will have a long-term 

lease with an option to purchase this property.  

Thanks to the efforts of the "4500 Development 

Team", a group of talented and skilled resi-

dents, we will now begin the arduous task of 

raising funds to bring dreams to reality.  Plans 

for this property will include a community 

commercial kitchen incubator, a community 

gathering space, and a continuation of the farm-

ers' market.   

 Stay tuned for more information about 

this development.  We are almost there. Things 

are looking up!  

 

 

A close-up from the  caricature map of Harford Road 

created by  TOM CHALKLEY, an Arcadia resident.  

Request a copy at BmoreMainStreet.com 
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S 
everal tragic fires have been in the news recently with some oc-

curring in our neighborhood.  A house fire is devastating for the 

persons in the home and traumatizes and worries neighbors 

nearby. The Lauraville Improvement Association (LIA) has and will 

continue to sponsor educational talks in community on fire prevention as 

well as other safety issues.  LIA  urges residents to work on code en-

forcement for their own property and that of neighbors.  Seeing that all 

area homes are brought up to code and aiding in people learning how to 

prevent a fire is being a good neighbor and citizen, and may save lives.  

See this link for some basic fire prevention tips  www.ready.gov/home-

fires 

 Knowledge of our past can add to a modern understanding of our 

community. 

 March 1907 Fire. Before the enactment of standardized fire 

codes, infrastructure carrying water, professional firefighters and stan-

dards, homes were mostly wood frame farm houses and fire was a grave 

concern to communities such as Lauraville.  Just a few years earlier in 

February of 1904 the nearby Baltimore City  suffered the devastation of 

the Great Baltimore Fire. The glow from that fire could surely have been 

seen from the hills around the city and those watching that fire knew 

how quickly it spread to nearby houses and the severe destruction and 

hard ship that resulted. The Great Baltimore Fire left 35,000 people un-

employed and its aftermath would have been still fresh in the minds of 

those living in 1907 in the nearby countryside.  

 As reported by The Baltimore American from the files of List 

descendent, Nils Rueckert, on March 21, 1907 one of the most serious 

fires occurred in what was then the Baltimore County small farming 

town of Lauraville. The List family home, then on Harford Rd. near 

Rosekemp, was a 23 room wood framed house and home to three fami-

lies. The fire began in a malfunctioning kitchen flue and burned for 3 

hours on that windy March evening.  Embers from that fire lit fires in 

three nearby residences including  Emmelôs Post Office, a town gather-

ing place on the opposite side of Harford Road 

 Neighbors rushed from their homes to assist those in the fire.  

One woman was carried from the burning home overcome by smoke.  

Another resident returned from the city on the street car to find her home 

and all her possessions consumed. This woman fainted from the sight 

and was taken to her neighborôs home to recover as the community re-

sponded to emergency need.  Numerous volunteer fire companies, in-

cluding two fire companies from Lauraville and from neighboring 

Govanstown  and Gardenville, desperately fought high winds and 

spreading fires. After the fire trucks ran out of water, a nearby branch of 

Herring Run was used as a water supply with community bystanders 

pitching in to transport the water. 

 Eventually the adjoining three buildings were extinguished and 

the List Family home fire put out, although it was destroyed. The List 

Family and employees rebuilt homes and continued their lives and busi-

nesses as they recovered from this event in what is now our community. 

They rebuilt and continued to thrive for many years after. We can as-

sume that they, like us, were heartened by the good will of neighbors, 

thankful for new knowledge of how to stay safe and grateful for those 

who responded to the fire in Lauraville. 

 

For more information about the Northeast History Roundtable, go to: 

lauravillemd.wordpress.com/historic-lauraville -2/ 

baltimoreheritage.org/partners/northeasthistory/ 

www.facebook.com/groups/northeastbaltimorehistory/  

Northeast History: Lauraville  
by Chris Muldowney 
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Healthy Neighborhoods directs special resources and energy to target 

blocks.  By targeting the strongest, most marketable areas of a 

neighborhood to become the ñpostcard blockò we can set high stan-

dards for the neighborhood as a whole and re-define the neighbor-

hoodôs image in terms of its best assets.   

The following list includes target blocks in the Hamilton-Lauraville 

area: 

Healthy Neighborhoods News 

Target Blocks  
Lauraville  
Ailsa Avenue: 2600 through 
2900 blocks 
Elsrode Avenue:  4500 Block 
Grindon Avenue: 4700 block 
Halcyon Avenue: 2800 block 
Hampnet Avenue: 4400 & 4500 
blocks 
Markley Avenue: 2900 block 
Montebello Terrace: 2900 Block 
Morello Road: 5000 block 
Overland Avenue: 2700 
& 2800 blocks 
Rueckert Avenue: 2700 through 
2900  
  
Waltherson  
Hamilton Avenue: 4100 block 
Echodale Avenue:  3000 ï 3300  
Gibbons Avenue:  3000 - 3300 
Rigdecroft Road: 3800 - 4000  
Rueckert Ave:  3000 - 3300 
Southern Avenue: 3800 - 4000  
Woodlea Avenue: 3800 - 4000  
  
Arcadia  
Iona Terrace: 3000 block 
Montebello Terrace: 3000 block 
Overland Avenue: 3000 block 
Parkside Drive: 3000 block 
Parkside Drive: 3600 through 
3900  
Weaver Avenue: 3000 block 
  
Moravia -Walther  
Arabia Avenue: 4600 block 
Cedarhurst Road: 3100 & 3200 
blocks 
Rosekemp Avenue: 3000 

through 3300  
Walther Avenue: 4600 & 4700 
blocks 
 
Hamilton  
Bayonne Avenue: 2700 & 2800 
blocks 
Birchwood Avenue: 5600 block 
Evergreen Avenue: 2300 block; 
2700 & 2800 blocks 
Fair Oaks Avenue: 5400 through 
5600 blocks 
Gibbons Avenue: 2200 block 
Hamilton Avenue: 2100 through 
2400 blocks 
Hamlet Avenue: 5300 & 5400 
blocks 
Morello Road: 5300 & 5400 
blocks 
Plymouth Road: 5300 block 
Tramore Road: 5200 through 
5400 blocks 
White Avenue: 2700 block 
  
Morgan Park  
College Avenue: 2400 block 
Montebello Terrace: 2300 & 
2400 blocks 
 
 

If you live on a Target Block 

(listed above) and are interested 

in a block project for your street 

contact Pam Wallace,  

410-319-7155 or email at 

pam@hamiltonLauravillemainstr

eet.org.  

Hamilton and Lauraville: Family Friendly 

Communities 
by Stephanie Bamberger, Resident  

 

I 
 always thought I would raise 2.5 children in the county in a house 

with a white picket fence.  I didnôt think about what a family 

friendly community looked like.  I originally moved to the area 

because I could get more home for my money than in other city or 

county areas.  But since moving here in 2005, prior to having a child, 

Iôve watched our neighborhood develop into the family friendly com-

munity that it is now.   

     What wonderful opportunities being a parent in the city has brought 

to our family! 

     Living in Hamilton and Lauraville area feels like a small town with 

all the city perks.  Now as a city parent, the luxury of a yard for our 

dog and daughter to run and play, complete with trampoline, was 

something I had not even considered.   The home and yard sizes are 

one thing that is special to city living in the Hamilton Lauraville 

Neighborhoods.  There are so many things that are attractive about be-

ing a parent in our community.  Here are my top six favorite things: 

1. People:  The parents in our community are dedicated to creating a 

community environment.  They encourage meet ups, play dates, 

organized activities, and camaraderie among not only the children, 

but the parents as well.   

2. Events:  There is local access to the arts such as art studios, dance 

studios, music lessons, and local festivals all within close prox-

imity to our homes.  It makes it easy to provide opportunities to 

expose our children to as many cultural experiences as possible.   

3. Convenience:  There is great walkability, bikeability, and sledabil-

ity, especially after this winter.   Living in a city neighborhood 

means even easier access to local stores, restaurants, events, and 

play dates. 

4. Green Spaces:  The city is spotted with parks, playgrounds, lakes, 

and trails that many people may not even be aware of.  On a beau-

tiful Spring Day, it is so easy to take a leisurely run around Lake 

Montebello or a forest walk through Herring Run Park.   

5. School choices:  There are many schooling options in the area and 

the city in general.  The diverse population and different educa-

tional needs of the families and children mean that our local 

schools have been able to provide some unique options.   

6. Diversity: My daughter has the ability to grow up exposed to all 

different types of people, cultures and traditions. The city life pro-

vides a community that is social, ethnically and religiously diverse.   

Neighborhood Investing 
by Pam Wallace, Program Manager, Healthy Neighborhoods 

 

R 
esidents of Hamilton and Lauraville have had remarkable suc-

cess investing grant money on their blocks.  Healthy Neighbor-

hoods has grants to offer Target Block residents to complete im-

provement projects on their street.  Several streets have installed solar 

lamp posts, added mosaic address plaques and installed dusk to dawn 

lighting on porches.  Others installed stained glass address plaques like 

art pieces and lined their street with trees to enjoy all season. 

 Letôs play the dream game.  If you had $3,000 to invest on your 

street, what would you and your neighbors create?  You are only limited 

to your imagination and products that have a 20 year life.   If you live on 

a target block (see list above) there is $3,000 waiting for you and your 

neighbors.  Interested?  Call Pam at 410-319-7155. 

http://goo.gl/maps/JDYsE
http://goo.gl/maps/JDYsE
http://goo.gl/maps/WzrVG
http://goo.gl/maps/T9D78
http://goo.gl/maps/uR56F
http://goo.gl/maps/uR56F
http://goo.gl/maps/WZptG
http://goo.gl/maps/NwTZK
http://goo.gl/maps/stQSj
http://goo.gl/maps/stQSj
http://goo.gl/maps/ogLxR
http://goo.gl/maps/ogLxR
http://goo.gl/maps/0Qq2E
http://goo.gl/maps/30DFa
http://goo.gl/maps/3MNZw
http://goo.gl/maps/sbHXS
http://goo.gl/maps/oV6C3
http://goo.gl/maps/qXULG
http://goo.gl/maps/KBkPb
http://goo.gl/maps/BIM0P
http://goo.gl/maps/Bcmjk
http://goo.gl/maps/Bcmjk
http://goo.gl/maps/udYfA
http://goo.gl/maps/JxDqr
http://goo.gl/maps/6J0UX
http://goo.gl/maps/6J0UX
http://goo.gl/maps/vXpiq
http://goo.gl/maps/vXpiq
http://goo.gl/maps/rkdcb
http://goo.gl/maps/rkdcb
http://goo.gl/maps/9x4bM
http://goo.gl/maps/9x4bM
http://goo.gl/maps/OBZcK
http://goo.gl/maps/7z7eH
http://goo.gl/maps/393sS
http://goo.gl/maps/j04ya
http://goo.gl/maps/j04ya
http://goo.gl/maps/oQSHO
http://goo.gl/maps/LG8Ek
http://goo.gl/maps/LG8Ek
http://goo.gl/maps/MTOiM
http://goo.gl/maps/MTOiM
http://goo.gl/maps/UKeEe
http://goo.gl/maps/UKeEe
http://goo.gl/maps/SWDXm
http://goo.gl/maps/tHjMp
http://goo.gl/maps/tHjMp
http://goo.gl/maps/XfbkR
http://goo.gl/maps/IV0LB
http://goo.gl/maps/6eiPC
http://goo.gl/maps/6eiPC
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Healthy Neighborhoods News 

 City Neighbors Charter School: Spotlight on Creative Students 
 

T 
he third graders of City Neighbors Charter School voted on what we would do for our 

next project.  We chose mysterious creatures- myth, mythology, and real science.  Af-

ter we chose a creature, we wrote a proposal.  The proposal had what creature we 

wanted to research, what category our creature was in, how we were going to show our learn-

ing, and what we needed to know to be an expert.   

 We did research on the Internet.  We took the information from the Internet and wrote 

it in our own words on our notes.  After our research, some of us wrote materials lists and 

some of us went right to writing our research paper.  We gathered materials to make our pro-

jects.  Some of the projects were dio-

ramas, documentaries, stop-motion 

animation videos, trifolds, posters, 

PowerPoints, models, and sewn cos-

tumes.  When the projects were in pro-

gress and done, we displayed them in the hallway for the other students and teachers to 

see.  After all of the projects were done, we set them up and explored other studentsô pro-

jects and gave them kind, specific, and helpful 

feedback. To show off our projects, we held a 

Mini Mind Fair.  At the Mini Mind Fair, we dis-

played our projects for our families and shared a 

meal together.   

 Throughout the whole project, we worked 

together by taking time to help other people with 

their projects when they needed it.  When the 

work was hard, we persevered by trying and try-

ing again until we got it right.  During the project we stayed organized by keeping all of our research and 

notes together.  We all worked at our own pace, took our time, and showed how hard third graders can 

work when weôre curious, interested, and allowed to be creative. (Planned by all of 3rd grade) 

Written by: Jake Fischvogt, Arizona Fischvogt, Tsion Tariku, Hannah Cerny, Scott Harris, Jr., Jackson 

Baker, Liam Fothergill, Spencer Seergae, Isabella Mohammed, Tracy Pendred (teacher)  

Garrett Heights Elementary Middle School: Spotlight on Outdoor Classroom 

T 
he students of Garrett Heights Elementary Middle School (GHEMS) have experienced community service through multiple opportuni-

ties this spring. GHEMS received a grant and is partnering with U.S. Green Building Council Maryland Chapter to bring an outdoor 

classroom to the campus. Students in the middle school grades have started to create a site plan of the school campus. Once the site 

plan is complete, progress will begin on determining the best location or locations for an outdoor classroom space on the school grounds. This 

outdoor classroom space will allow teachers an opportunity to teach science in authentic setting because it moves the focus from secondary to 

primary sources. In a typical classroom setting students use textbooks, video, and 

other technology as instructional tools. However, with an outdoor classroom stu-

dents are exposed to science through direct experiences with nature. This offers a 

multi-sensory experience by engaging students in opportunities to touch, smell, 

hear, taste and see.   

 In addition to the outdoor classroom Garrett Heights received a grant to 

plant more trees on the campus. Through this grant partnership with Blue Water, 

GHEMS students will receive a lesson on the benefits of trees and be able to en-

gage in a community service project by planting trees on the school grounds. Parks 

and People has also given a grant to reinforce the hill near our front entrance with 

plants as part of a school wide grounds beautification project.  


